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Getting used to English sounds Developing basis

Compulsory, but not as a formal ‘subject’

Getting used to English sounds. Developing basis 
of Communication ⇒ English Activities

From Fifth grade

Team Teaching

Once a week

Team Teaching

Importance of ‘language’ educationp g g



Elementary School English--Parents’ Survey      Benesse 2007

Do you like English

Do you have confidence in using English?

Has the English you learned in school been helpful?

Have you experienced difficulties with English?



Elementary School English--Teachers’ Survey      Benesse 2006

Do you like English

D h fid i t hi E li h?Do you have confidence in teaching English?



Elementary School English--Parents’ Survey      Benesse 2007

Eliminate fear of English

Familiarize students to 
English sounds and rhythm

Listen to and speak English

Interact with foreign peopleInteract with foreign people



Elementary School English--Teachers’ Survey      Benesse 2006

Activities to 
familiarize students 
to English sounds g
and rhythm

Activities in listening 
to and speaking 
Englishg

Activities in 
interacting with 
foreign people



Elementary School English--Parents’ Survey      Benesse 2007

Do you agree with the idea of making English compulsory in elementary 
h l?school?



Elementary School English--Teachers’ Survey      Benesse 2006

I t d iIntroducing 
English in 
elementary school

Making English 
compulsory in elementary p y y
school

Making English a 
compulsory subject likecompulsory subject like 
math and Japanese



Increase children who like English



Positive attitude of children

Teacher’s English prof.

Time to consult with ALTs , ,
etc.

Budget for English education

Teacher training  (English)

Connection with junior high

Time to develop and prepare 
teaching materials



Elementary School English--Teachers’ Survey      Benesse 2006

In general, how well do you think English classes are going in your school?

0-5 hrs a year

5-14 hrs a year

15-24 hrs a year

25-34 hrs a year

35 h35- hrs a year



Elementary School English--Parents’ Survey      Benesse 2007

Better to start English 
earlyearly



Elementary School English--Teachers’ Survey      Benesse 2006

B tt t t t E li h英語はできるだけ早い時
期から学ぶのがよい

Better to start English 
early



Comparison between children who began 
English and elementary school and junior high
Mori（２００７、Joint research̶SOLIFIC & Institute of Educational Statistics）
based on results of 483  1st and 2nd year junior high students

Liking English

Motivation to want to 
CommunicateCommunicate



East Asia G-TEC English Education Survey 2006（Benesse）

●Like/ dislike English in Elementary School) （ｎ＝1 475）

Effects of Elementary School English

3.3

●Like/ dislike English in Elementary School)
Like Neither Dislike 無答

不明

（ｎ 1,475）

49.2 36.3 11.2

●Like/ dislike English in Junior High

（％）

g g
◆Experienced English in Elementary school（ｎ＝1,475）

53.7 19.4 24.6 2.3

◆Not experienced English in Elementary school （ｎ＝1 138）

37.5 28.1 32.7 1.7

◆Not experienced English in Elementary school

（％）

（ｎ 1,138）

ⒸBenesse Corporation 15

（ ）



East Asia G-TEC English Education Survey 2006（Benesse）

●Meaning of English education (high school) （ｎ＝1 475）

Effects of Elementary School English

85.3
英語の授業で学んでいる とは役に立 と思う

●Meaning of English education (high school)
（％）

（ｎ 1,475）

85.3 

81.5 

75.7 

81.2

英語の授業で学んでいることは役に立つと思う

受験に必要なので勉強するEntrance Examinations

48.5 

81.2 

35.9 

英語を話す人々と友だちや知り合いになりたいので勉

強する

英語を話す人々と友だちや知り合いに
なりたいので勉強する

Want to make friends with English 
speakers

47.7 

42.5 

35.6 

世界をよりよく理解するために、他の文化について学び世界をよりよく理解するために、他の文化について
学び 勉強す

知らない言葉を学ぶことがおもしろい
ので勉強する

Interest in learning new language

Interest in foreign cultures in order to 

38.9 

31.6 

27.4 

たいので勉強する
経験あり

経験なし

学びたいので勉強する

メールなどが書けるようになって海外の人と
やりとりがしたいので勉強する

learn about the world

Want to write e-mail and communicate 
with foreign people

16

やりとりがした ので勉強する



East Asia G-TEC English Education Survey 2006（Benesse）

●Effects felt: elementary school English school only school + α（％）
（ｎ＝1,475）

Effects of Elementary School English

63.9英語への興味・関心

●Effects felt: elementary school English
(n=890) (n=585) 

57.0        74.5      
53 3 66 0

58.3

55.9

外国文化などへの興味・関心

外国の人とコミュニケーションを行おうとする態
度

53.3       66.0
50.1       64.8

25 3 ≪ 66 2
41.5

39.7

リスニング

発音

25.3   ≪ 66.2
26.4   ≪ 59.8
26.9   ≪ 57.9

Listening

Pronunciation

39.2

36.1

スピーキング

単語や表現

24.8   ≪ 53.2
16.7   ≪ 56.1
15 5 ≪ 46 2

Speaking

Words and expressions

32.3

27.7

リーディング

ライティング

15.5   ≪ 46.2
8.2   ≪ 30.9Reading

17.2英語の文構造や文法の知識
≪は20ポイント以上差があったもの



Effects of Elementary Englishy g

１ Used to English Sounds（Listening）１ Used to English Sounds（Listening）
２ Experience in language acquisition as not   

simply acquiring ‘forms’
３ Getting used to communication３ Getting used to communication
４ Development of concentration
５ Meaning of Play and Learning
６ Reconsidering Junior and Senior High６ Reconsidering Junior and Senior High 

School English Education



Influence on High School EnglishInfluence on High School English

Objectives of Oral Communication II：

１ Comprehending main points of coherent１．Comprehending main points of coherent  
discourse and coming up with own ideas

２ Organizing information and ideas on２．Organizing information and ideas on 
various topics and present them 
effectivelyeffectively 

３．Discuss and debate on various topics
４ Create skits and perform them４．Create skits and perform them



Junior high Students’ Survey (2005)
240 000 t d t

70 Like English？
240,000 students

60

40

50

20

30

10

20

0

中

そう思う
どちらかというとそ

う思う
どちらかというとそ
う思わない

そう思わない 分らない

中1 33.6 26.9 16.5 19.1 3 .4

中2 25.6 25.4 19.6 25.5 3 .5

中3 25.4 23.3 20.1 27 3.7



Understand English Class？Understand English Class？
70

50

60

40

20

30

10

0

中1 22.3 32.6 22.8 13.8 6 .7

そく分る 大体分る 半分ぐらい 分らないことが多い 殆ど分らないよく分かる

中2 16 30.8 24 .7 16.9 9.3

中3 16 29.1 25 18.7 9.6



Too much to teach in Junior HighToo much to teach in Junior High

High school English（5 hrs or more）
4 skills4 skills

Ability to Communicate
ＧＡＰ

Junior high English（3 hrs）

Practical 
Communication Linguistic knowledgeCommunication Linguistic knowledge



Effects of Elementary School EnglishEffects of Elementary School English

High school English（5 hrs or more）g g
4 skills

Ability to Communicate
ＧＡＰ

y

Junior high English（3 hrs）
Practical 

Communication Linguistic knowledge
Junior high English（3 hrs）

Elementary school EnglishElementary school English
（1 hr）

S fElementary School English: important factor in 
changing English Education 



Comparison of Japanese and Korean High 
’ （GTEC Total Score

500

School Students’ English Proficiency（GTEC 
Total Score)

500

448.6
453

450
438.2

03年度

04年度

400.1

408.6408

400

350

日本 韓国 中国



From Ambiguity to AccuracyFrom Ambiguity to Accuracy

Taboo question:  ‘What did you learn today?’  

Accuracy

Ambiguity

AGEG



Development of CommunicationDevelopment of Communication 
and Social/ Cognitive Factorsg

From ‘fixed expressions’ to ‘systematic use of language’

Cognitive Factors

p y g g

Social-Environmental
FactorsFactors

AGE



Input or OutputInput or Output

Comprehension before production

Input

Outputp

AGE



Display vs Referential ActivitiesDisplay vs Referential Activities
Criterion of Predictability (Interrogator)

1) know the response/result beforehand or not
2) existence of right and wrong answers

Criterion of Choice (Respondent)
1) restricted choice1) restricted choice
2) unrestricted choice

Use of ‘Realia’
Textbook exercises  are not interesting
Use of real objects
Use of true informationUse of true information
Use of students’ ideas, creations



Examples of Display Activities
Is this a book?  (with a book in hand)

Repeat after meRepeat after me.

What is this?

Singing songs

Memorize the dialogueMemorize the dialogue

Role play of dialogue

Pattern Practice

Listening to CDsListening to CDs

Explaining grammar points

Translation



Examples of Referential Activities
Do you like dogs?

Which do you like better cake or ice cream?

Who’s your favorite singer?

Which do you like better, cake or ice cream?

Games quizzes

Small talk

Games, quizzes

Making and performing skits 

Writing e-mail, birthday cards, Christmas cards, etc.

Communication tasks (solving problems, etc.)

Presentations and speeches

Show-and-tell



Age Differences and Language LearningAge Differences and Language Learning

Display

Referential

AGE
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