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However, the relationship-worlds of people who are single, divor-
ced, or live alone have received almost no discrete attention. As a
result of several contextual specifics—gender segregated spaces,
job-related multi-locality, high demands for mobility, adults staying
in their family home or a general spatial density—the category of
“space” is of particular importance for further investigating various
practices of intimacy of individuals.

Research Questions
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» Which spaces are available for living diverse practices of
intimacy? What significance do various (non-)places have?

» What influence do mobility and multi-locality have on
individuals' doing relationships? What significance do physical
and virtual co-presence as well as geographical and emotional
proximity have?

» Are “new” spaces being created (for example due to the
emergence of “new” forms of solidary or romantic

relationships)? How are they (possibly) used on a daily and Female friends (private), advertisment (Let‘s ENJOY TOYKO)
biographical basis?

Conclusion/Research Goals

» The project intends to provide nuanced and systematic insights
into the individual relationship worlds (also: relationship-
lessness) of people who are single, divorced, or live alone.

» It further aims at examining to what extent spaces of intimacy in
the sense of “new bases for existence” (Muta 2009) can and,
perhaps, must take over the functions of the classical nuclear
family against the backdrop of contemporary social upheavals
and the subsequent sociopolitical challenges.

» Lastly, it strives to identify and analyze complex correlations and
possible reciprocal relationships between “intimacy” and
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