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2018, 297 S. 

Environmental disasters or other large-scale 
disruptive events often trigger the emergence of 
social movements demanding social and/or politi-
cal change. This study investigates mobilization 
processes at the meso level of the Japanese anti-
nuclear movement after the nuclear disaster at the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant caused by 
the Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent 
tsunami waves on March 11, 2011. To capture 
such meso level movement dynamics – which so 
far have played only a minor role in research on 
social movement mobilization – the study presents 
an analytical model based on premises from political process theory, network 
theory, and relational sociology. This model is then applied to the case of the 
Japanese anti-nuclear movement after Fukushima by looking at the relational 
dynamics of two coalitional movement networks engaged in advocacy-related 
activities in Tokyo. 

The first case study is e-shift, a network-coalition working for nuclear 
phase-out and the promotion of renewable energy; the other is SHSK 
(Shienhō Shimin Kaigi), a coalition pushing for the rights of people affected by 
radioactive contamination and/or evacuation from contaminated areas. The 
study traces the mobilization processes of these two networks by analyzing 
data gathered in 2013 and 2014 in the form of participant observation of move-
ment events, semi-structured interviews with movement organization repre-
sentatives, and documentary data. 
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„Pursuing happiness is not only idealistic, it is the 
world’s best and perhaps only hope to avoid 
global catastrophe“ (Global Happiness Policy 
Report 2018). With that, the report argues for 
happiness as overarching policy goal. This vol-
ume argues that parental well-being is well qual-
ified to assume a central role for governments of 
industrially advanced nations that are in need of 
coping with the challenges of low fertility and 
societal aging. 

More than 4000 mothers and fathers of 
young children in Germany and Japan have 
been surveyed in regard to their well-being and 
satisfaction with many aspects related to their 
work and family lives. The volume brings together 13 scholars to analyze this 
unique dataset. The chapters fall into three main parts: (1) parenting and child-
care, (2) self, social relatedness, and social structures, and (3) family policy 
well-being. A particular focus lies on the well-being of mothers in contrast to 
fathers. The volume uses a multidimensional concept of parental well-being, 
with each chapter highlighting one dimension, ranging from health, education, 
employment, and family policy satisfaction to partnership, social network, and 
childcare satisfaction. National differences are in several aspects superseded 
by gender, class, and personality types. 

INTRODUCTION 
Parents in Transitional Germany and Japan 
Hans Bertram and Barbara Holthus 

Reflexive Modernity in Practice: The Methodology of Comparing German and 
Japanese Parents 
Matthias Huber 

A MACRO VIEW ON PARENTS 
Care, Human Capital, and Demographic Transformation 
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