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From the late Meiji era, the development of a China-based press network functional to the 
national interest became an integral part of Japan's imperial agenda. After the defeat of Russia 
in the 1904-05 war, the Northeast, compared to other regions, offered to Japanese initiative 
more favorable conditions to achieve a dominant position in the media landscape. One of the 
most successful enterprises was the government-sponsored Shengjing Shibao, which became 
the largest newspaper in Fengtian (Shenyang). As a tool of foreign policy, however, press 
management suffered from the lack of unified decision-making among different agencies. This 
policy area is therefore representative of the polycentric character of strategic planning in 
imperial Japan. 
 

 

 

 

June 25, 2025, 6.30 pm (JST) / 11.30 am (CEST)  
Imperial Press Policy in Northeast China: The Shengjing 
Shibao and Japan's Foreign Ministry, 1907-31  
Andrea Revelant, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 

Andrea Revelant is Associate Professor in the Department of Asian and North African Studies at Ca’ 
Foscari University of Venice. His research interests focus on policy making, popular representation and 
mass communication in imperial Japan. He is currently working on the political discourse on China in the 
Japanese press of the interwar years. He is the author of Sviluppo economico e disuguaglianza (Eco-
nomic Development and Inequality, 2016), Il Giappone moderno (Modern Japan, 2018) and Il Giappone 
contemporaneo (Contemporary Japan, 2024). He has published in several journals, including Modern 
Asian Studies, European Journal of East Asian Studies and Asiatische Studien. His work has also ap-
peared in edited volumes, such as Japan and the Great War (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), Chiang Kai-
Shek and His Time, and The Historian’s Gaze (both Ca’ Foscari University Press, 2017, 2023). 

About: 
The DIJ Study Group is a forum for scholars from all 
disciplines conducting research on contemporary or 
modern Japan. The event is open to all.  
This session is organized by Torsten Weber. 
 
This is a public event. Please be aware that audio- 
visual recordings may be made, stored, and 
published during and after the event. 

 Onsite only event: 
For participation please register via email to 
weber@dijtokyo.org until June 24, 2025. 
 
 
Venue: 
DIJ Tokyo: https://www.dijtokyo.org/access/ 
  

 

mailto:weber@dijtokyo.org
https://www.dijtokyo.org/access/

	DIJ Study Group

