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In recent decades, right-wing movements have gained renewed visibility across the globe, and 
East Asia is no exception to this global trend. Against this backdrop, right-wing movements in 
Japan and South Korea are deeply embedded in disputes over the colonial past and postwar 
memory. In these debates, right-wing discourses of “historical truth” have become influential 
frameworks for interpreting and contesting the colonial past and collective memory within each 
national context. What is notable is that right-wing actors in these two countries have 
increasingly engaged in cross-border interactions around historical revisionism since the 2000s. 
Right-wing intellectuals in South Korea, self-identified as the "New Right," have drawn on 
Japanese revisionist claims to challenge Korea's own dominant nationalist historical narratives 
of the colonial past, while Japanese right-wing actors have in turn actively embraced these 
voices. This raises the question: how do right-wing discourses of "historical truth" circulate 
across Japan and South Korea, and through which networks, practices, and media are they 
produced and reinforced across national borders? 
This talk is based on fieldwork conducted in Japan as part of my doctoral research, which 
examines how Korean right-wing discourses appear within the Japanese right-wing discursive 
field. Drawing on archival research mainly in major Japanese conservative and right-wing 
opinion magazines, including Seiron, WiLL, and Hanada, I will share preliminary findings from 
my fieldwork and discuss what these sources reveal about the transnational circulation of 
revisionist narratives. By examining these materials, I seek to offer an empirical window into 
how revisionist discourses travel and become entangled across national contexts in East Asia. 
 

 

July 15, 2026, 6.30 pm (JST) / 11.30 am (CEST) 
Transnational Right-Wing Movements and Discourses in 
Japan and South Korea 
Jaein Seol, Leipzig University / DIJ Tokyo  

Jaein Seol is a PhD candidate at Leipzig University, working on knowledge politics and memory studies, 
particularly in relation to transnational entanglements. Her research interests lie in how the dynamics of 
knowledge and power shape political discourses and collective memory within and across historical 
entanglements. In her dissertation, she investigates how right-wing movements in Japan and South 
Korea produce, circulate, and legitimize discourses of “historical truth” and become interconnected 
across national contexts. Since April 2026, she has been a doctoral researcher at the DIJ Tokyo. 

About: 
The DIJ Study Group is a forum for scholars from all 
disciplines conducting research on contemporary or 
modern Japan. The event is open to all. This session 
is organized by Dolf-Alexander Neuhaus. 
This is a public event. Please be aware that audio-
visual recordings may be made, stored, and published 
during and after the event. 

 Hybrid Event: 
On-site participation: please register via email to  
neuhaus@dijtokyo.org until July 14, 2026. 
Online participation: please register via our webpage. 
 
Venue: 
Online and DIJ Tokyo: https://www.dijtokyo.org/access/ 
  

 




